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M/V Plancius

MV Planciusvas named after the Dutch astronomer, cartographer, geolpgistl vicar Petrus Plancius (1552
1622).Planciusvas built in 1976 as an oceanographic research vessel for the Ragal @avy and was named

Hr. Ms. TydemanThe ship sailed for the Royal Dutch Navy until June 2004 when she was purchased &
Oceanwide Expeditions and completely refit in 2007, being converted into a 1fpé&ssenger expedition
vessel Planciugs 89 m (26eet) long, 14.5 m (43 feet) widand has a maximum draft of 5.r8he haan Ice
Strength rating of 1Datop speed of 12+ knotgnd three diesel enginemachgenerating 123horsepower
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Day 1¢ Friday 6™ July2018

Embarkation Longyearbyen

GPS 08.0@0sition:078°14M™ / 015°35&
Wind: SE2. Sea StateSmooth Weather.Good Air Temp +11°C.Sea Temp+6°C

Longyearbyenat 78° northA & 2y S 2F (GKS $2NI RQa wé2féuiadedyasd ddo&l S N
mining settlement butit has developed into a thriving town afound 2,000 residents who live and work
hereall year round.During the summer months this number sweillgh the arrival of thousands of visitors

on cruise ships.

A few d us hadarrived in Longyearbyea day east and hadthe opportunity to explore the town and
maybeto take a day triginto the surrounding areasMany of us arrivequst this afternoon, and we were
met by Tarya andMike at the airport We hada few hourgo visitand explorehe town before making our
way to the port to join our shiplancus.

We made our way to théloating pontoonand we were met bKatja andAnke and Adamwho helped us
with our luggage and gave us a quick introduction to travelling@yiac and a demonstration of how to
put on the lifejackets.It was justa short boat ride into Adventfjorden to me&lanciuswhichwaslying at
anchorout inthe bay It was an easy ride to the shipnd itallowed us to become familiar with the Zodiacs
which will be taking us to and from the shaweerthe coming
days.

. From the gangwaywe were shown toReception where DJ,

__ our Hotel Manager and his assistant Gabor checked us in and
we were shown toour cabins by the very welcoming hotel
staff. We foundour luggagewaiting for us outside our rooms

w= \\/e had some time to familiarise ourselves with our cabin
before we were called to the Lounge for the mandatory safety

- e s briefing which was given by oufd3fficer Luis Oroceo. This
gave us all the mformatlon wmaeeded about safety on board the ship and prepared us for the lifeboat drill
that was to follow.We heard the abandon ship alarm and gathered at the muster station, the Lounge
wearing our big orange life jackets, the only time we hope to be wearing tidter. the roll call we were
taken out to the lifeboats to see where they were located and how we would embark if required.

We then had a chance to explore the ship and to check out the many different viewing @rgasn deck
we foundthat the Planciushad quietly weighed anchor and was cruisg of Isfjord heading norttvest,
straight into the evening suriior the start of our Arctic adventure.

We met in the Lounge once agaand had a briefing from our Hotel Manager, DJ who explained some of
the procedures on boardPlancius our home for the weekThe hotel staff served us champagne and

canapes before we met with our Captain Evgeny Levakov who explained a little bit about our forthcomin
trip. -

We then had a chance to meet our Expeditiofeam who wil be
guiding us during our voyage here on Svalbard. We haveS@
international team on board with a wealth of experience both he
in the Arctic and AntarcticaDur Expeditiorieader,Beau Pruneau !
gave us a outline of our plans for the coming days. Thestfi
destination was to bd4 Julibuktain the northeastof Svalbard




It was then time for dinnerand a chance to meet with our fellow passengers. With 24 hours of daylight
many of us enjoyed some time out on deekh some sunshineand a brisk Arctibreeze we spotted
Fulmars, GuillemotandKittiwakes. It was a very pleasant evening on board.

Day 2¢ Satuday 7" Juy 2018
14 Julibukta

GPS 08.0@osition:n Ty c pT Qb K A MH
Wind: NW 3. Sea StateSlight Weather. Overcast G
Air Temp +3°C.Sea Temp#3°C.

Overnight we had headed north, arriving in amazing sunli
with blue skies showing the spectacular scenery BB
Spitsbergen as the snow topped mountains rose from the
sea to contrast with the sky.

We had our mandatory briefings from Bednefore we could board theodiacswe needed the briefing on

how to safely travel in themt wasalsoexplained how important it is to help protect the environmeoft

the Arctic and the AECO rules that we must comply waitih,also safety surrounding polaears.

The zodiacs were launched and we split in to two groups for a zodiac cruise to look at the bird life among
the cliffs and flying past us. We were also able to see some Svalbard Reindeer on the shore and high up
the scree slopes.

In the aftenoon we were taken to Ny
Alesund by zodiac on a wobbly sea. Miche
and Anke told about the great Norwegia
explorer Amundsen. After a stroll around thysss
village, a visit to the museum and the shc
we went back to the ship again. During recyg
Beau told hs plans for tomorrow and Berg=
gave a presentation about his life as
aOASyGAald aol O1 Ay _ ;
Alesund. After an excellent diner we finisheZEEEESEZ2S
an excellent day of our Arctic exploration voyage.




Day 3¢ Surday 8" July2018

Bockfjorden Jotun Queller)

GPS8.00 Position:79°37.800Q2 b  1¥42Q600E
Wind: SE Sea StateSlightWeather. CloudyAir Temp +8°C.Sea Temp+5°C

The day began with a wake up call from our Expedition Leader, @e#us beautiful sunday morning as
we passedhie Rentierflya (reindegplain) on our starboard side as we headed towards Worsleyneset.

It was possible to notice that outside the ship gusts of wind were quite strong and the seastate was getting
worse as we neared our site of interest. Due to Wied andwaves it was unfortunately necessary to

relocate our morning landing to another but yet challeging site, the hot springs of Spitsbergen! This meant
the Plancius was forced to head deeper into Bockfjorden, providing an excellent sight of the old red
Dewnian mountainslopes on portside as we enjoyedakfast. As our captain dropped anchor we could
already see the golden yellow tegaof coarse sand where hot water used to seep out of the earths core,
resulting in the sedimentation of this strange yelloaloured gravel.

The landhg site proved to be much more difficult, compared to |
the nicely paved roads of N§desund the day earlier. Big rocks
and rounded boulders the size of footballs made up nodshe &5
landscape. Luckily our guides showed the easiey towards the | >
hot springs, were we could enjoy the view of the entire fjord.

Thefast groupwent all the way uga steep hill to be rewarded

with a view of the neighbouring glacier. The middle grbagdan &
interesting$peed coursébn the survival taid A O&a 2 F { LEES » =
plants and flowers by Michelle and theisurely group were with Tom, Anke and Adam

As we headed back to the Plancius, the seastate got exegethan it had beenthis morning. Waves up
to two meters high made the powerful zodiaesn into spots of foam as the waves crashed abasdur
drivers kept us as dry as possible.

During lunch, Plancius headed towards another langitgycalled Musshamna, as usual the expedition
team would set foot ashore to ensutge area was bear freéJnfortunately the seastate was still severe,

the combination of hard windusts and a shallow bayeated waves that made it unable to board the

zodias safely Luckily our expedition leader had a plan B, ship cruMioifen Islan& T I Y2 dza T2 NJ
numerouws walrus laying on the beach.
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As we headed to Moffen there was reason forebeation! We crossed th80 North line oflatitude, a
great milestone in our expedition and more than enough reason for a nice glass of prosecco in ge loun
provided by DXharlotteand Gabor

After Beau informed us about our destination of tomorrow: One of the seven islavtdch are actually 9
in total), we got avery interesting insighin the creation of Spitsbergen by ToAfter that, Katja showed

us some scenic pictas of Bockfjored as she skiied the area during springgtridiic pictures and a great
story. It was now ime to enjoy dinner, drinks and some sleep.

Day 4¢ Monday 9" Juy 2018

Phippsoya and the ice edge

GPS 08.0@0sition:079°06Q b K59 v
Wind: SW 3Sea StateSmoothWeather. CloudyAir Temp +4°C.Sea Temp#3°C.

After a calm night at sea, we arrived at Sjugyane (Seven Isla
in the morning.

Our plan A for this morning was to land in Isflakbukta, a
sheltered bay of Phippsgya.

Phippsya is the largest island (26 km2) of the seven islands,
and named after John Phipps, who was the first person to
describe the Polar bear and Ivory Gull. ;
It is not often that you can land in Isflakbukta (Ice floe bay), s
it is often blocked by ice or theris too much swell coming in. FES=====s
Today, it was free of ice and the swell was toat much, sothe |
staff took the rifles and shore bags, and set off to the landing
site. It was quite a long ride and once thaayived they found a bear sleeping next to it,tee landing was

called off immediately.

But there is always a plan B. Expedition leader Beau called the bridge for some more Zodiacs for a cruise
the bear and enjoy it from a safe position.

All guests were divided into two groups. The first grouposieand had a good view of the sleeping bear,

which was most likely taking a nap to digest. All of a sudden three walruses looked out of the water, playin
around in the distance near the beach. They seemed curious and came closer to check out what.we were
Beau instantly communicated with dive master Michael, as the divers were in the water outside of the bay.
But the walruses were not interested in us nor them and
swum away.

By the time the second group came into the bay, the walrus®
had disappeared, duhe Polar bear was awake. It was feedir
on a whale carcass, that had washed up onto the shore. W
a great experience, we were so lucky.

After we left Phippsgya, we headed for the ice. The latest ic
chart showed that the pack ice had come down a &itit was Eses
worth a try. During the sail up, some lectures were offered. =

At 3 PM Michelle offered her plant talk in German, and Andreas his geology lecture in English.



At 5 PM Katja & Anke offered a lecture about Polar bears, but this had to be postptitedsashortly

before we had reached the first drift ice. It was only a small patch, and after we had left it, Katja told us
about Polar bears; why Polar bears can stand the cold, that they live a life of feast and famine, their
stomach can hold 20% dieir body mass, and that they can eat up 10% of their body weight in 30 minutes.
The reproduction cycle of this majestic animal is very impressive. They mate in spring but have a delayed
implantation. Polar bears wait until September before they get pregrand only then if they are fat

enough. After four months, the cubs are barnly the size of a guinea pigelpless, blind and deaf

Thanks to the fat rich milk they get from their mother, they can leave the den end of March.

Around 6 PM we reached thack ice, and while we had a good vieflwtpBeau explained the plans for the
next day, Adam told us about John Phipps, and Ben talkedtfeces

¢tKS RI®d SYRSR Ay G(GKS AOS: FYyR ¢6KAES GKS aday o1 a
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Day 5 ¢ Tueslay 10" June 2018

Pack Ice
GPS 08.0@0sition:081°550700N / 021°39M00E
Wind: S 34 Sea StateSmoothWeather. OvercastAir Temp +3°C.Sea Temp0O°C.

Well what a day we had! The expedition team began scouting for bedhe igarly hours of the day and
the perseverance paid off when a bear was sightetratkfast time. It is fair to say that extensive words
in this log will not describe the encounters that were haalbthe bears so here are some pictures of each

one wth the time they were sighted

Bear 1, male. 0821 hours (Photo: Tanja Bayer)




Bear 2, male. 0853958 hours.
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Bear3. 1324hours.
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Bear 4. 1324 hours.
No picture, pixel bear in fog!




Bear 5. 14441530 hours.

At the recap Katja explined about the bears we had seen and how we can see what sex they are anc
Beau spoke about the last bear that we had seen and his age, condition and other identifying features ths
we saw.

We all owe a big thank you to the Captain for safely navigatingugh the ice so we could see the bears
as well Deck team and the Engineering department.



